[Prevention of drug abuse in the secondary school after the reform of the Spanish educational system. Implementation of several programs in the city of Barcelona, Spain].
To evaluate the adoption of 3 different school-based drug abuse prevention programmes in secondary schools, analyzing some features of their implementation and the relationship between the percentage of schools adopting each intervention and the prevalence of addiction to opiates at district level. Mail survey with telephone follow-up to the 235 secondary schools located in Barcelona, carried out at the end of 1997-1998 school-year. A bivariate analysis of correlations (Spearman) was performed to assess the association between the percentage of schools having adopted each of the 3 prevention programmes in each city district, and the previously reported estimates of the prevalence rates of opiate addiction. 44.7% of all schools completed the survey, 38 of them (16.2% of respondents) had offered 1 of the programmes within the school-year, 20 schools (19.0%) offered 2 programmes, and 4 schools (3.0%) the 3 programmes. Statistically significant correlations were found for the adoption of different programs between districts, but not for the percentages of schools offering prevention programmes and the prevalence of opiate addiction. Social and health needs, indicated by prevalence rates of opiate addiction, do not explain geographic inequalities in the adoption of prevention programmes. The need for prevention programmes aimed at risk groups is discussed.